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1-ITS BACKGROUND AND AIMS

» Its background

“European Local Democracy Week” (ELDW) is an anriafopean event where local authorities from a4/
member states of the Council of Europe organiséigatents to meet and engage with their citizemsssues of
current interest. The aim is to promote and fodenocratic participation at a local level.

The week around 15 October has been chosen foingdhis event as a tribute to the European Chafteocal
Self-Government, opened for signature on that ima1®85. However should this coincide with otheemg such
as local elections, local authorities may chooserganise the ELDW on more convenient dates in @atavhere
possible.

» lIts aims

ELDW aims to enable local populations to meet thkcted representatives at national and/or logatts. Its
purpose is to raise European citizens’ awareneiBswflocal authorities operate, and inform thenthef
opportunities available for taking part in decisimaking at the local level.

During ELDW, local authorities are encouraged fitet on their responsibilities as key actors imoeratic
societies. The vitality of local democracy improvies quality of life in our communities and enhantee
effectiveness of local governance.

Furthermore, the Week creates the opportunity eanpte local democracy as one of the common compstien
constructing a democratic Europe, and informs tiiaip and elected representatives about the Coohdtlurope
and the Congress’s role in this area.

Each year the Congress of Local and Regional Aiitesrinks the Week to a specific theme of intéteslocal
authorities.

» Its European dimension

Proximity, a vibrant local democratic life and gogdvernance at local level are aspirations largélgred by
most EuropeansThe Council of Europe is committed to promotingtydesof local self-government that meets
the needs of citizens wherever they may be. Then@baf Europe also initiated the European Chaofelocal
Self-Government and the Congress of Local and Regjiduthorities is the body in charge of monitoriitg
implementation in each country.

The organization of local events across Europe witite auspices of the Council of Europe and under t
common name of "European Week of Local Democraajlgws citizens to promote the concept of local
democracy as a primary element of a democrati@soci

» Its coordination at European level

The Congress of Local and Regional Authoritieshaf Council of Europe, as a political assembly cosepoof
elected officials from local and regional auth@stiof the 47 member states of the Council of Euripe
responsible for the coordination of ELDW acrossdpar. John Warmisham, member of the Congress afar&al
(UK) City Council, is the political Coordinator othe Week. A Secretariat team in the Division of
Communication and Election Observation is in charigs co-ordination and development in a largenbar of
European countries and communities.



2- TAKING PART IN THE ELDW

» Who can take part in the ELDW?

ELDW is intended for local and regional authoritilecal communities, cities, municipalities, proves,
regions), as well as their associations. Citizend BIGOs are both the principal beneficiaries of BB
activities, and its main actors. Young people cko @lay an essential role in widely spreading Ydeek’'s
message, and Youth and Children’s Councils ar@glycencouraged to participate in the Week.

Local Authoritiesmay organise different events with their citizemsl target groups (youth in particular) during
the October week when ELDW is officially held eaakar. They can also organise ELDW events on otatsd
if — for important reasons - they cannot scheduateviies during that period.

Regions and Intermediate local authoritissch as County Councils and provinces, can dor&gito ELDW in
various ways, mainly:

- Registering their participation as a Partner aDR/, organising their own initiatives involving @ens and
other local partners, focusing on activities redate their functions (cultural, education, sociadahealth
services, ombudsmen offices, etc.).

- Co-operating with other participating local auilies by supporting their initiatives with themstitutional logo
and by financial or ‘in-kind’ support (printing EMV leaflets and posters, devoting public rooms tlling the
events, etc.).

- Disseminating information to local authoritiestire region/county to raise awareness of ELDW &edrole of
the Council of Europe and the Congress in promdtngl democracy.

» How to take part?
In order to take part in ELDW as Partner of the Weamply follow these simple recommendations:

Step T Read the general information on ELDW, referereodst and the thematic idefscused on the leading
theme of the year.

Step 2 Plan initiatives to be held with citizens andidesits during the Weegpreferably on the official dates, or
at a different time, if necessary) focusing on ipgtinto practice the leading theme, as well agther initiatives
for active participation in local life.

Step 3 Fill-in the registration form to take part in EMD If you feel that your city complies with the 5esjific
criteria, you may apply as a “12 Star City”. Othesvyou register as a Partner of ELDW.

Step 4 Download and print out communication materiéésaflets and posters) from the ELDW website, and
publicise the ELDW logo on your official website.

Step 5 Organise the planned events and initiativeth citizens and target groups (NGOs, studenitéerdnt
groups in society).

After the ELDW, local authorities may be askedd¢odthe Congress secretariat materials, pictuossinents on
their experience, responses to questionnaires|reteturn, the list of all participating local &otities and their
planned events will be continually updated on tinebsite.
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2- TAKING PART IN THE ELDW

> Which status to choose?

The status of «Partners intended for all the local/regional authoritaasd their associations wishing to take part
in the ELDW without complying with the engagemeatsl criteria required for the status of « 12 Stiy €
nevertheless, they are more than encouraged toisggavents as a Partner of the ELDW,.

The title of « 12 Star city »is intended for towns, cities and municipalitvéso wish to give special prominence
to their participation in ELDW in order to raisdizens’ awareness of local democracy and to engeuttzem to
make use of all the opportunities provided to therdo so through participatory democracy procesEesy are
asked to undertake specific engagements in theemmattation of the European Local Democracy Weel) sis
the 5 following criteria:

1. Devote a specific budget to ELDW activities. Sbudget may be co-financed by other bodies (Ipaalic
service providers, other local government authesjtsponsors...)

2. Run an ELDW promotion campaign (posters, proombf activities at school...) using the ELDW visua
identity (logo, leaflets and posters).

3. Carry out a number of specific activities linkedhe leading theme of the year.

4. Involve different groups of citizens in the iattves which form part of the ELDW. Special atientshould be
paid to the involvement of young people through Mipal Youth Councils, and of pupils and studerits,
conjunction with schools and colleges. The ainoibting tomorrow's adult citizens closer to logadtitutions
and to help them play a part in local democrate li

5. Organise an event with a European or pan-Eurodaaension to illustrate the role of local autties in the
construction of a democratic Europe. A Congrepsasentative may be invited to this main event.

» Inviting a speaker from the Congresdo ELDW events
Local/regional authorities would like to invite @presentative from the Congress to attend oneeafnidin events
organised in the framework of the ELDW? Congregsasentatives are keen to bring the voice of theg€ess
to your community!

Congress representatives who may be invited are:

- the political coordinator of the ELDW;

- the President of the Congress;

- the two Vice Presidents of the Congress, (tlesiBent of the Chamber of Local Authorities, arel Bnesident
of the Chamber of Regions);

- the heads of the Statutory Committees of theg@ess (Monitoring Committee, Governance Committe® a
Current Affairs Committee);

- the heads of the National Delegations of the 47g0&8s member states;

- a member of the Congress Secretariat may be intotedtend an ELDW event, in particular the Secyeta
General and the Director.

Travel and accommodation expenses will be bornghkyinviting local/regional authority. To find outore
about inviting a Congress representative, please ar e-mail to: democracy.week@coe.int.
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3- 2012 EDITION: « HUMAN RIGHTS MAKE FOR MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES»

The leading theme of the 2012 edition of Europeacal. Democracy Week i$Human rights make for more
inclusive communities”. In 2012 the ELDW officially takes place betwednahd 21 October. However, should
this coincide with other events such as local @est local authorities may choose to organise&hieW on more
convenient dates in October where possible.

Human rights are an integral part of democracy, landl democracy incorporates full respect for hamrights.
Many human rights and freedoms are implementedcat level, as is also the case with social and gghts.
Very often, however, local authorities and ordinaityzens are not aware that this is the casett&se reasons,
the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities éstablished this leading theme for the ELDW 20b2as to
engage local authorities to play their role in eimsputhat this concept becomes the foundation ofoalern and
cohesive community.

4- REFERENCE TEXTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

On the ELDW website a number of documents are ptedewith the aim of raising awareness about the
fundamental principles referred to in the leadingnte of the ELDW 2012, as well as the position papéthe
Council of Europe, and of the Congress in particidhout the values they represent. They include:

- European Convention on Human Rights and FundahEreedoms, 3 September 1953
- European Social Charter, 26 February 1965
- Convention on the Protection of Children agaBestual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, 25 Octob&720

- Convention on Preventing and combating violergagresst women and domestic violence, 11 May 2011

5- THEMATIC IDEAS 2012

With the purpose of making it easier for local awities to organise the ELDW and carry out actegtfocused
on the theme of the current edition, a useful danins available in different languages. « Themateas »
presents different activities as a guide for depilg initiatives to take place during the ELDW. Hwoiore
information:www.coe.int/demoweek-ideas

The direction suggested for activities of the ELDW2012 focus on:

» promoting a culture of respect for human rights;

» encouraging all citizens to take part in publie lifn particular youth and the under-represented
groups;

» strengthening intergenerational co-operation, soiig and respect for elderly people;

» promoting social rights and access to public sesiic

» defending the most vulnerable groups.
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The ELDW has its own visual identity developed thgio communication tools by the Congress of Locdl an
Regional Authorities and available to all the pap@ants (through the ELDW website - Download segtio
Local/regional authorities and their associatiofishe able to widely promote their initiatives @ngised in the
framework of the Week but also to raise citizengaeeness of this European event. Communicatiors ®uth as
the leaflet, poster and logo, available in seviaraguages, can be downloaded from the web platédrELDW.

> The leaflet

The leaflet of the European Local Democracy Week220
may be downloaded on :
http://lwww.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/edition-
2012/download/brochures_FR.asp?mytabsmenu=3

1N YOUR COMMUNITY
THE

HUMAN RIGHTS

It presents the main information on the ELDW 2012.

It is copyright free and it may be published as
communication material.

g =m

» The poster

EUROPEAN LOCAL
DEMOCRACY WEEK 2012

The posters of the European Local Democracy WeéR 20e available on-line and
they can be downloaded on:

http://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/edition-
2012/download/posters_en.asp?mytabsmenu=3

Adaptations in different languages may be availabléhe web site.
To obtain the poster in other languages not aviailah the web, a request can be
addressed to: demoweek@coe.int.

The logo of the European Local Democracy Week,labks in 24 languages, can be
downloaded on the page

http://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/downloadilagn.asp?mytabsmenu=3

EUROPEAN
DEMOCRACY It is copyright free and it can be published ortlaél communication materials.
WEEK




7- REGISTRATION FORMS

» To apply as “Partner”

Registration formto fill inis available on the website:
http: //www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/form_fr.asphttp: //mwww.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/form_fr.asp

Information about the Community or local authority registering as “Partner”

|MUNICIPALITY, LOCAL AUTHORITY, OTHER APPLICANT BODY

Please enter the name of your ’—

community

Country ‘ j
Population of your community ’—

(number of inhabitants)

Website

|Are you organising the Week in partnership witheotlocal/regional authorities? Please, fill in \

|[CONTACT PERSON \

Ms'  wmrl

Surname

First name

Function

Address

Postal Code

Phone

E-mail

|
|
|
|
Municipality ‘
|
|
|
|

Service in charge of the event(s)




Activities of the Week

|ACTIVITIES PLANNED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 2012

THEME

Human Rights make for more inclusive communities

Thematic ideas can be found wmww.coe.int/demoweek-ideas

Human rights - Activity 1

—

The activity is addressed to

Description :‘
]| i

Place of the event

IDate | \
= All citizens

Specific groups (students, youth, womé
elderly)

|OTHER ACTIVITIES

Other - Activity 1

Description

Place of the event

[Date [ \

The activity is addressed to

= All citizens

Specific groups (students, youth,
women, elderly)

Validate




» To apply as a « 12 Star City »
Registration formto fill in isavailable on the website: http://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/FormStars _fr.asp

Information about the Community or local authority registering as “12 Stars City”

IMUNICIPALITY OR CITY |

Please enter the
name of your
community

Country E |

Population
Website

‘CONTACT PERSON

Ms' M

Surname ’—
First name ’—
Function ’—
Address -
Municipality ’—
Postal Code ’—
Phone ’—
E-mail -
Service in charge ’—

of the event(s)




The applicant municipality will accomplish the 5 requested criteria: allocation of a budget, running a
promotional ELDW campaign, organizing several actiities, organising a European/Pan-European event,
promoting youth involvement.

‘THE APPLICANT MUNICIPALITY WILL ACCOMPLISH THES5 RE ~ QUESTED CRITERIA |
|Wi|| allocate a budget |

Will run a promotional Jj
campaign

|Wi|| organize the following activities |

Activities focused on "Human rights make for more nclusive communities" (2012 ELDW leading theme) Thematic ideas can beg
found on

www.coe.int/demoweek/idedattp://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/content/ELPZDA/ /themeHR_en.AS

Human rights - Activity 1

Description 4|:‘

Place of the event ‘

[Date |

The activity is addressed 1p All citizens

Specific groups (students, youth, women, eld€. -,

|Other activities

Other - Activity 1 ‘
Description :l

<] | i

Place of the event ‘

[Date |

The activity is addressed

3 All citizens
Specific groups (students, youth, women, elderly)

|Organize a European/Pan-European event

Please mention the provisional title of the everpected participants, main speakers, main is§wspean invited bodies/cities, Pan-
European dimension/twin cities involved, Congrepgaker participation, etc.

Description EI
R

Place of the event
Date

Validate

P



8- CONTACTS

» The project manager

Under the responsibility of the Congress Secrdta@@mmunication and Election Observation Divisitine
project manager of the ELDW is in charge of theoodination and the dissemination of the information
concerning European Local Democracy Week. The grop@nager takes care of the development of thetewe
the widest number of communities of the 47 CouoftcEEurope countries.

> The national co-ordinators

The National Associations of Local and RegionallAwities, as well as the ELDW partner organisatiapgoint
one of their officers as national coordinator/cependent of the ELDW. They can provide informatimd
support to local authorities in the language of ¢bantry, allowing cities and towns to easily papate in the
Week.

The national coordinators may provide local autiesiwith:

- 2012 ELDW leaflet contents in their language;

- thematic ideas contents in the language of tlumtry or a summary of that document;

- simple information on how to register the papation of their municipality on-line on the ELDWalsite in
English or French;

- the possibility of registering municipalitiesagiicipation on their behalf, with a summary of fflanned events
and meetings.

The overall contacts are available on :
http://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/contactsfdimators_en.asp?mytabsmenu=4

» The ELDW partner organisations

The European Local Democracy Week is supportecebgral institutions and international networks.

They promote the ELDW, mainly through their wele shd encourage their members to take part in ILRBNE
Following the yearly leading theme of the ELDW, féient organisations may decide to join the patrner
organisations. They include, amongst others:

- Council of European Municipalities and Regions K
- Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA)

- Central and Eastern European Citizens Network (CHIE
- Assembly of European Regions (ARE)

- United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG)

- Solidarity Water Europe (SWE)

More information on the partner organisations alable on the ELDW web site (Contact section) on
http://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/contactsfeas_fr.asp?mytabsmenu=4
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The Congress

EUROPEAN é

LOCAL

COUNCIL  CONSEIL

DEMOCRACY le Congrés  oreurore b Levrore

WEEK

In your community the European Local Democracy Week 2012 will contribute to:
= Promoting engagement in public life, especially for youth and less-represented groups;
= Strengthening intergenerational co-operation and solidarity;
* Defending the most vulnerable groups
= Fostering social rights and access to public quality services

Thus, promoting more inclusive communities.

www.coe.int/demoweek democracy.week@coe.int
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